Clair Obscur



Day

1 KRG ERERE 5 BT g B B MBI<RIEHT> (piano solo)

Neapolitan Song: O Sole Mio Gluck: Melody from <Orfeo>
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Harold Arlen: Over the Rainbow from <Wizard of Oz> Bizet : Toreador Song from <Carmen>

3 SR BEBTRNER (piano solo) 7 Bigre i B R MBICRIER) (piano solo)

Veronica Yen: Scent in Spring Neapolitan Song: O Sole Mio

4 R ZAVHR

Edith Piaf: Hymne a l'amour

Night
TR 4o i B B THF HE( BB IEE) 12 HEIR LRI ESEe (piano solo)
8 A.LWebber: Music of the Night Veronica Yen: Anna’ s Waltz
9 &7 B (piano solo) 13 RO SERFHIREE R E S XA (AT

Debussy: Claire de Lune Richard Rogers: Some Enchanted Evening, from <South Pacific>

10 ERx: ARER EBRE(EER) 14 BERs: BR-EB FHBI (R )

Wagner: Song to the Evening Star, from <Tannh&user> Claude-Michel Schénberg : Stars from <Les Misérables>

11 HEIRF RBEEIL R (piano solo)

Veronica Yen: Nocturne London’ s Winter Night

*
Bonus Trcks
IR R B EAEIHIRSE (piano solo) 17 RT3 | AR B HOKIERR > 158 B (iE IR AT A,
15 Hsiao Tyzen: An Angel from Formosa Verdi: ‘ContediLuna's aria’ from <Il Trovaton:g> *
16 B EapREH (piano solo) 18 IR AT BRI BT (AR

Chopin: Etude op.10, no.12 Revolutionary Puccini: Nessun Dorma from <Turandot>

*
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About Clair Obsur

In my 25 year-long career, my rich experience on stage has allowed me to express a broad
and eclectic repertory of music from Baroque to Contemporary Music and Musical-Comedy.
My academic training and my ability to speak 5 languages fluently have provided me with
the cultural background needed to assimilate the stylistic form of each period of operas and
songs. As a result, I’ ve had the honor of being called a "Quantic Baritone" by a journalist. In
fact | think of myself more of an artist than a singer - more of a researcher than a performer.

I’ ve been inspired by Pavarotti, Alagna and Bocelli, with whom I’ ve had the great privilege
of sharing the stage. These giants of the operatic world were the most open-minded singers
who were not afraid to use their voices to help make classical music more popular
worldwide. | have decided to follow their example by launching my first solo album with my
loyal pianist Veronica Yen with whom I’ ve established an ideal musical partnership. She is a
very poetic and sensitive musician: pianist and composer, and she responds to my music
intuitively. | enjoyed creating imaginative programmes with Veronica.

The album will reflect highlights of my life and my cultural heritage that have profoundly
changed who | am as an artist. The thematic concept of this recordingis “time” - daytime
on one side and nighttime on the other. It represents not only the theatrical time of 24 hours
but also a cycle of life where the ephemeral is sublimated by beauty. The title "Clair Obscur
" refers to my favourite painter Caravaggio, because singing is like painting. Both are full of
colours and contrasts. Like painting, singing can also extrapolate a philosophical look at the
duality of our world: the distinction between good and bad or yin and yang where shadow
cannot exist without light. The conception of this recording encompasses a positive unity
between the cultural ideas of the Eastern and Western worlds.






Clair Obscur by Veronica

Clair Obscur by Veronica

It's always a great pleasure to make music with Richard, because we seem to respond to music
intuitively and always perform spontaneously. | enjoy enormously creating new surprises on stage
with Richard. We have been known each other since 10 years and it feels like brother and sister!

When Richard came to the idea of making a CD together, | thought of this theme: ‘Day and Night’, a
collection of songs and pieces to illustrate these two contrasting moments in life. But after more
discussions and performances, the idea gets deeper and more philosophical, hence, Clair Obscur.

It means, in a broader sense, a contrast. A contrast of all aspects in life: east and west, male and female,
dark and bright, Yin and Yang, and it could also mean joy and sorrow.

In this album, | also have included some solo pieces. As my new compositions <Scent in Spring> is
about brightness, <Anna’ s Waltz> is about darkness. <Scent in Spring> is to portray the joy created by
the fragrance of English garden, while Anna’ s Waltz is a musical presentation of Anna Karenina, the
Heroin in Tolstoy’ simmortal novel. And | also composed <Ode to Joy Variations> during the outbreak
of coronavirus. It’ s Beethoven’ s 250 anniversary and | wish this piece will bring joy and peace during
this international crisis.

In this album, | also have included contrasting classical works: Debussy’ s Clair de Lune, and Chopin’ s
Revolutionary Etude. While the Moonlight shines with delicate colours, the Revolutionary Etude is
stormly virtuosic. And <Melody> from Gluck’ s opera <Orfeo>, sets the mood of going into underworld
(Hades’ sphere), as a transition to the second part of the album. And | would also love to introduce my
beautiful country through music, a Taiwanese composer Hsiao Tyzen’ s work <An Angel from Formo-
sa>.

I thoroughly enjoy working with Richard, | like creating with him a variety of themes throughout our
concerts.
I hope that this new album brings you some inspiration and some moments for inner reflection.



Richard Rittelmann : Lyric Baritone

With a degree in voice and piano from the Conservatoire Supérieur de Musique of Geneva and a
Bachelor’ s Degree in Musicology and German literature, Richard Rittelmann began his career at the age
of 22 at the National Opera of Lyon in the new production of Doktor Faust under the baton of Kent
Nagano. He has also been a prizewinner at various international competitions which brought opportu-
nities to sing in major opera houses and concert halls in Europe, United States and China.

His eclectic discography covers an impressive range of repertoire, stretching from baroque : Montever-
di’ s Ulysses and Vivaldi’ s Kyrie (CD Mondomusica), to classic and romantic: Massenet’ s Le Jongleur de
Notre Dame with the Orchestre de Montpellier conducted by Enrique Diemecke (CD Deutsche Grammo-
phon), and also to 20th century and contemporary repertoire: ‘Kagel Dirige Kagel’ with soloists from
Lyon Bernard Tétu (CD Auvidis), Doktor Faust conducted by Kent Nagano (CD Erato), ‘Un Portrait de
Raoul Lay’ with the Ensemble Télémaque (CD Harmonia Mundi). Other recordings include: the world
premiere of F. Testi’ s Satil with the Orchestre Philharmonique de Radio-France conducted by M. Zanetti
(CD Naive), the world premiere of ‘Dernier Jour d’ un Condamné’ with the Orchestre d’ Ile de France
conducted by Michel Plasson (CD Deutsche Grammophon), world premiere of Heera Kim’ s Ex Abrupto
with the Bayerische Rundfunk in Munich conducted by Arturo Tamajo (CD Musica Viva), recording of the
G. de Olavide’ s oeuvre under the baton of Arturo Tamayo with the Orchestre de la RTVE de Madrid (CD
Verso) , and lastly Les Troyens ( Berlioz ) conducted by John Nelson (CD WARNER ) acclaimed as the best
classical recording of the 10 last years.

His most memorable interpretations of roles include in Idomeneo (Ivan Fischer) at the Opéra Garnier de
Paris, in Ariadne auf Naxos at the Opéra de Nice ( Schnitzler/Riber), in Werther (Alain Guingal) at the
Regio Torino, in Cyrano de Bergerac from Alfano in Montpellier / Garnier Monte Carlo and la Maestranza
(Guidarini/Alagna), in Manon at Hong Kong Opera (Nicola Colabianchi - Nadine Duffault), in les
Dialogues des Carmélites at the Opéra de Nice (Michel Plasson - Carsen)... He sostituted Erwin Schrott
at the last minute in Le Dernier Jour d’ un Condamné in February 2008, singing 4 parts at the Palau de
les Arts de Valencia (Villard - Alagna). He has sung in Faust at the teatro Massimo alongside Bocelli,
Voulgaridou, Scandiuzzi under the baton of Michel Plasson, in La Boheme in Sydney - Cyprus - Bucarest
- Thessaloniki ( Dimopoulou / Fidetzis ) ,

Richard Rittelmann is also a founder of Music festival in South France.

He works regularly with Sylvia Sass and Nicola Martinucci on vocal technique and Elda Laro e Paolo Grosa for musical coaching.

Since 2010, Veronica Yen and Richard Rittelmann created a duet and performed many thematic concerts with creative repertoire,
ranging from Baroque to Modern, from Opera to Musical. Their special concert concept and unique programming have brought

them enormous popularity.



Veronica Yen - International Concert Pianist

A Multi-Talented pianist, Veronica is highly appreciated by her sensitive, creative and emotionally
engaging performances, and has emerged as one of Asia’ s most popular award winning international
artists of her generation.

Veronica performs extensively in continental Europe, Asia and North America. She has given recitals at
various prestigious venues such as: Chopin's Residence, the Festival Theatre in Edinburgh, Vredenburg
in Holland; National Concert Hall in Taipei, Jinwan Grand Theatre in Tianjin, Poly Grand Theatre in
Henan to name a few.

Originally from Taiwan, where she still resides, Veronica was graduated at the Royal Academy of Music
with Distinction in her recitals. Veronica studied art and architectural history at Edinburgh University
before specialising in piano. Veronica studied with Professor Patsy Toh and Joanna Macgregor at RAM,
with Peter Evans in Edinburgh, and with Professor Irina Zaritskaya and Janusz Piotrowicz privately. As a
result of her musical achievements, the Taiwanese Government named Veronica ‘Outstanding Youth
Overseas’ . She was awarded First Prize at the 3rd International Students’ Piano Competition in Utrecht
Holland, and more recently First Prize in Composition at GOCAA International Music Competition, in
which her works were reviewed as, ‘effective, imaginative and touching!

Veronica has released two acclaimed CDs and also published two books. Her artistic imagination has let
her started ‘Piano Theatre’ and cFeated special concert forms.

Her poetic musical expression, heart-felt compositions, as well as emotional engagements are deeply
appreciated by her audience worldwide.

Official Website: www.verqnicayen.com
Videos: www.youtube.cobﬁ/veronicam‘

Facebook: www.facebook.com/veronicafans
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Veronica Yen
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